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President Donald Trump
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Dear President Trump:

I write to follow up on the commitment that you made to me on our April 16 phone call that your
Administration would work with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
compile and release racial demographic information related to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic within the next week or two. Two weeks after that call, the partial information that the
CDC has made publicly available falls far short of what is needed and fails to reflect the full
magnitude of the pandemic across communities of color.

The lack of complete, consistent, and transparent statistics on coronavirus tests, cases,
hospitalizations, complications, and deaths disaggregated by race and ethnicity has limited public
health officials’ ability to understand and effectively address racial health disparities as they
work to combat the pandemic. It is also unacceptable that data provided by your Administration
does not include data from every state, and there are instances where racial and ethnic data failed
to be reported even if other types of demographic data were submitted. As of April 28, the
CDC-reported data is missing racial information for 56 percent of all coronavirus cases and 70
percent of laboratory-confirmed coronavirus hospitalizations, and it only includes racial
demographic data for coronavirus-related deaths in 26 states.?

Despite inadequate data, it is clear that this pandemic is exacerbating preexisting disparities in
our country’s health care system and in our economy. The incomplete data that the
Administration has made available shows that 29 percent of COVID-19 patients whose race was
known were African American, despite the fact that African Americans represent about 13
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percent of the U.S. population.® Native Americans and Latinos also appear to be
disproportionately impacted by the virus.*® The delay in releasing comprehensive demographic
data on COVID-19 will likely slow efforts to assist these communities and in effect, lead to
additional infections, hospitalizations, health complications, and deaths in communities of color.

The significant shortcomings of the demographic information released to date demonstrates why
consistent processes and metrics for data collection must be implemented across the country.
Vulnerable populations deserve immediate intervention and longer term solutions for pervasive
disparities in health care. That is why it is especially imperative during this public health crisis
that you fulfill your commitment to provide the comprehensive demographic information that
will help identify factors contributing to inequalities so that resources can be directed to those
most in need.

As you are aware, the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act (H.R.
266), which became law on April 24, included important provisions that can help us to begin to
understand and address racial health disparities related to the pandemic.® The legislation requires
regular reporting of demographic data for COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths, and
requires a national strategic testing plan that details how the Administration will address
disparities in all communities. While this is a positive first step, more must be done to ensure that
the data collected and reported are meaningful. For these reports to have significant value, they
need to be based on high quality data. | urge you to call on the Department of Health and Human
Services to work with state and local health officials and to improve the quality of the data by
facilitating streamlined, consistent data collection and reporting procedures.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Sincerely,
A Kobtran

A@Klobuchar
United States Senator

Cc: Director Robert Redfield, MD, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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