
 

March 1, 2021 

Mr. Robert S. Adler 
Acting Chairman 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
 
Dear Acting Chairman Adler: 
 
We write to express our concerns regarding recent reports of increasing hospitalizations and 
deaths caused by carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning and to request that the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) take steps to ensure that Americans are kept safe from CO 
poisoning. 
 
Recent reports highlight the ongoing dangers associated with CO poisonings, which often result 
from the improper use of home heating and power sources—ranging from charcoal grills and 
campfire stoves to portable generators and car engines.1 The tragic incidents following the 
unprecedented winter storms in Texas—in which 700 people were hospitalized, and at least two 
people died—shed light on the life-threatening risks of CO poisoning. Sadly, this is not a recent 
problem. 2 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that at least 430 people in the 
U.S. die each year from CO poisoning and approximately 50,000 people are forced to seek 
medical attention for accidental CO poisoning.3  
 
For this reason, we introduced the bipartisan Nicholas and Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon 
Monoxide Poisoning Prevention Act, which encourages states to adopt tougher standards to help 
ensure carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are safe and reliable. While we appreciate the actions 
the CPSC has taken to educate consumers—such as posting safety tips to the Commission’s 
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website4—we believe additional informative measures should be taken to protect Americans 
from CO poisoning, especially now that more Americans are staying home during the pandemic.  
 
We recommend that the CPSC take action to better educate and inform families about the risks 
associated with improper methods to heat and power homes and work with the media to share 
this critical information. We also respectfully request that you respond to the following 
questions: 
 

1. What steps are the CPSC taking to help prevent incidents of CO poisoning at home 
during the pandemic?  

2. What data has the CPSC collected on the number of CO poisoning at-home accidents 
since the pandemic began? 

3. What actions has the CPSC taken to collaborate with the media and other federal and 
state agencies to help educate families about the risk of CO poisoning at-home during the 
pandemic and ways that families can mitigate this risk? 

4. Does the CPSC need additional resources to investigate the increase in CO poisoning 
during the pandemic and take appropriate measures to help educate the population? 

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. We look forward to your response. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

John Hoeven 
United States Senator 
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