Congress of the United States

TWaghington, DE 20510

December 20, 2019

Mr. Robert S. Adler

Acting Chairman

Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Acting Chairman Adler:

We write to express our serious concerns regarding recent reports that a child from Minnesota
was found with toxic blood levels of lead and cadmium after playing with an off-brand spin toy
that was purchased online and to request that the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
open an investigation and take steps to ensure that contaminated toys are taken off the market to
ensure that children are safe.

Over 400,000 Americans die each year due to lead exposure,l which is also extremely hazardous
to children’s health by causing brain and nervous system damage.? Similarly, cadmium—a
carcinogen that can cause kidney, lung, and bone damage—is incredibly dangerous for children.’ Last
month, the Minnesota Department of Commerce banned the sale of off-brand versions of a
popular spin toy after a Minnesota child was found to have elevated toxic blood levels of lead
and cadmium after playing with the toy.* State investigators tested 50 name-brand and off-brand
versions of the same toy purchased on the websites Amazon, AliExpress, and Wish.com and

confirmed that there were toxic levels of lead and cadmium in 15 off-brand versions of the toy.’

The CPSC plays a critical role in ensuring the safety of our children, including investigating
hazardous children’s products and banning ones that present an unreasonable safety risk.® While
the three websites in the investigation stopped selling the off-brand toxic spin toys, we remain
concerned that parents may unknowingly purchase these toys on other websites. In addition, the
packaging of the off-brand toys is designed to look like the name-brand toys, making it difficult
for parents to identify which toys are safe and which toys are dangerous.’
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We believe one lead-contaminated toy is too many and that it is unacceptable that parents could
unknowingly purchase contaminated toys for their children. Given the seriousness of this issue
and recognizing that families are spending a significant amount of time shopping online, we urge
the CPSC to ensure that no contaminated toys remain on the market so that parents can shop safe
and kids can play safe. We respectfully request that you respond to the following questions:
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What is the CPSC doing to investigate whether the spin toys containing toxic chemicals
that were banned in Minnesota remain on the market?

Does the CPSC have a system in place to monitor toys sold online for lead, cadmium, and
other toxic chemicals?

What is the CPSC doing to educate parents on the risks of purchasing off-brand toys
online, how to distinguish between name-brand and off-brand toys, and how to protect
their children from toxic chemicals like lead and cadmium?

Does the CPSC need additional resources to improve its oversight of toys and ensure
children’s safety?

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. We look forward to your response.
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Sincerely,

Amy Klobucltag

United StatéS Senator Member of Congress
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Tom Emmer
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Member of Congress Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress Member of

Pete Stauber
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